ey e Tiv slecs Reprrtirg Service Bulletin ' 5

o

PART IT
Population

Where Washington's People Live

Because of the influences of bopography, climate, accessibility and recent -
industrialization, Washington's pepulation is distributed unevenly throughout
the state, Over two-thirds of the people live in the western portion, concen-
trated largely in the industrial cities of Puget Sound. The Olympic Mountains
BVillapa H11ls of the Coast Range and the Cascade Mountains stand out as
sparsely populated areas in western Washington. The Willamette-Puget Sound
Iorlend, extending from Vancouver on the Columbia River northward to Bellingham
near the Canadian border, is the major population belt of the state., It con-
tains a fairly well-distributed rural population on its river deltas and rolling
glacial drift plains, :

The mountains, hills, plateaus, irrigable valleys and dry climatic con-
ditions cause a generally clustered pattern of population settlement in eastern
Washington, Mountainous areas including the eastern Cascade Mountain slope,
the Okanogan Highlands, the Blue Mountains, and the Selkirks have but few people.
Dryland and upland areas which eannot be irrigated, such as large portions of
the Waterville Plateau, the Channelled Scablands and the hills of Yakima County,
are thinly settled, Both rural and urban population is concentrated in the irrie-
gated Yakima, Kittitas, Wenatchee, Okanogan and Walla Walla Valleys and in the
Pasco and Quincy Basins., In the far eastern section--the Palouse Hills-sthe
uniform soil, topography and moderate rainfall permits a more evenly distributed
population, The industrialized Spokane metropolitan area and the rich agricul- .
tural Yakima Valley are the major population clusters of eastern Washington,

Growth of Population

Washington was explored by Spanish, Russian, British and American expe-
ditions between 1592 and 1805, but no settlements occurred until 1810, Ownership
of the area was disputed by America and Great Britain, A compromise, the Joint
Occupancy Treaty of 1818, permitted both American and British fur traders and
settlers to live north of the Columbia River, British interests (the Northwest
Company and the Hudson's Bay Company) established fur trading posts at Spokane
and Walla Walla in 1810 and 1818, American claims were strengthened. by the
Lewis and Clark Expedition (1804-1805) and by the settlements at Fort Spokane,
Okancgan, and Astoria by the Pacific Fur Company, The British increased their
influence as they established agrieultural settlements at Fort Vancouver and
Fort Nisqually between 182l and 1833. Settlemeht by Amerieans north of the
Columbia, although permitted by treaty, was discouraged by the Hudson's Bay
Companr which desired to maintain its fur trade monopoly, -

A growing tide of American land settlers over the Oregon Trail during the
1840's changed the balance of control in favor of the United States, Most of
the Americans settled in the Willamette Valley of Oregon. Unhindered by the
British, several hundred American settlers moved northward across the Columbia
into the Puget Sound country and soon outnumbered the British fur traders.,



The cenflict ef interests was solved Wy the Oregen Treaty of 1846, which

gave the United States the preésent area of Washington and established the
Canaiian boundary as 1t exists today. Oregon Territory (inecluding all ef the
present state of Washington) was created in 1848 hy Congress, with its capit~l
in Salem, Oregon, Settlers north of the Columbia met in 1851 at the Montieclls

—Convention in present Longview, Washington, and agkeAd for a_ separate territerial

goVernmenf. Washington Territory was created March 2, 1851, with a sapital at
Olympia on Puget Sound, Isaac I, Stevens was appeinted as Governer,

Population growth was slow before 1860, Laek of reads, the long distance
from the East, and the difficulty of clearing the dense forests of the Puget
Sound country kept immigration to a minimum, Indian hostility prevented
settlement in most of eastern Washington prior te 1858, and that tended te
slow movement ints the Puget Sound Basin, The Washington pepulation was only
11,594 according to the 1560 Census, .

In 1863, the Washington territorial boundaries were changed to the
present state lines.by the creation of Idaho Territery., The Census of 1874
was the first to follow the present boundaries, and it emumerated a populatien
of 23,955, '

- Poptlation grew rapidly from 1870 t0 1890, New transcontinental railreads
. brought large waves of immigrants fram the East and Europe, The completion of
the Union Pacific to the Columbia River brought new settlers into southeastern
. Washingten., When the Northern Pacific reached Spokane in 1880 and was con-
tinued or toward Puget Sound, settlers occupied the Palouse and Big Bend wheat
lands and the Yakima Valley, In 1883, six new counties were created in eastern
Washingten, Expansion of coastwisw shipping and lumbering built up the cities
- _on Puget Sound and at Grays Harbor. Washington Territory was admitted to the
Union as a state in 1889, The population at this time was 350,000,

The period 1900-1910 was a decade of rapid growth in which the state
gained 62L,000 persons, more than doubling ‘to 13141,990, Two other railroads,
Great Nerthern and Chicago, Milwaukee and Saiht Paul teached Puget Sound in
1893 and 1909, respectively, The lumber industry and agriculture supported
more pedple; land and timber seekers homesteaded free public domain lands in
‘the mountainous areas, The Alaskan gold rush doubled Seattle's population
within a decade. Railreads and ships beought large numbers of people from
Europe who took up lumbering, fishing, mining and agriculture, Ranked numor-~
ically according to the 1920 Census, the largest foreignaborn groups in the
state wore Canadians (42,000), Swedes (35,000), Norwegians (3L,000), Fnglish
(23,000), Germans (22,000), Italians (18,C00), Finns (12,500), Russiane
(11,000) and Irish (9,000), T

Betwsen 1910 and 1940 population grew at a slewer but stesdy rate. The
increase was about 20,000 per year, The lumber industry began to decline
after 1927, Reduced employment and a growing scarcity of land were reflected
in a slowsr rate of population growth, However, during the 1930's, many

~ farmers from the Great Plains drought areas moved overland te Washington
seeking'farming opportunities, :
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TOTAL POPULATION

STATE OF WASHINGTON 1860-1955
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The 1940~1950 decade brought the greatest ‘increase in Washington history,
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sulted in an increase of 6L2,772 in ten years, raising the state population to
2,378,963 in 1950, Most of the new growth was in the industrial metropolitan
districts in King, Pierce, Kitsap, Clark and Spokane Counties and at the

)

"y ™ vy
Federal atomic works in Benton County,

Urban and Rural Population‘

In 1870 the entire population of Washington was living in rural areas=~in
villages and on farms, By 1900, 211,477 of the population of Washington, or
40,8 percent, were living in urban areas, In 1950, according to the Census
dcfinition of “urban' which includes residents of towns of 2,500 and larger,
1,503,166 persons, or 63,2 percent, were living in urban areas, And over 52
percent lived in three standard metropolitan areas’comprised of Seattle, Tacoma,
Spokane and their surrounding suburban cities and towns., This trend follews
the national pattern, I

Table 1.~ Population of Washington @ . The rural population is predome-
1660-1955 inantly rural nonfarm, consisting of
602,026 persons who live in the coun=
ear Fopulation try, but do not operate farms, The
1860 11.59% rural farm population decreased about
1870 ' 23:955A S one~-fifth between 1940 and 1950, and
1880 75:116 _ _numbered only 273,771, or 11,5 percent
1890 357,232 of the state's total 1950 population
1900 518’103 - of 2,378,963, As a result of the
1910 1 1h19990 farm-to~city trend in Washington,
1920 1’356’621 about one person in ten.is living on
1930 1’563?396 a farm and about six persons out of
19,0 1’736’191” - ten are living in a town or city
1950 2:378:963 - * - larger than 2,500,
1955 2,580,000 - According to the 1955 estimates
Sources: U.S, Census, Population; of the Washington Census Board, the
Washington-State Census ten leading: cities of Washington
Board, April 1, 1955 ranked as follows: Seattle (555,000),
Estimate, . Spokane (182,000}, Tacoma (156,000),

_ - Yakima' (43,000), Vancouver (41,950),
Bellingham (35,700), Everett (34,100}, Bremerton (32,2005, Walla Walla (25,L00)
and Longview (23,500), R K '

Population of Kitgap County

In 1955 Kitsap County ranked seventh among Washington counties with an
estimated population of 84,700, Population has grown steadily since the 1860
Census with the exception of a downward trend in the 1930's, In the 1940!s
Kitsap was one of the most rapidly growing counties of the state,

Because of the large concentration of Navy Yard employment at Bremerton,
over two-fifths of the population is urban, In 1955 an estimated 34,800 were
living within cities of 2,500 and larger,



IO o Kitsap_County, Washington .. ..

 The 1idjority, or about three«fifths, of Kitsap residents are-clissified .

Tural; . 5 and. » @long highwaye and oni farms, The
" rural-farn population,'persons';;ving on and operating farms, is relatively
- emall, amounting to only 6,500 persons according to the last U.8, Census In
1950, Only’7 persons out of éach 100 live on farms in this industrial county,

Table 2,- Population of Kitsap County

1860~1955
“Census . — [ Pevcent | Percent
Year _ |Population ‘Ruré?; Urban
1860 ©ooBLW {1000 | o
- 1870 . 8661100 " | ©
© 1880 1,378 4 100 | O
1800 - | ""Ly,62h | 100~ 0
1900 6,767 100 0
- 1910 17,647 83,1 | 16,9
1920 33,162 73.1 | 26,9
1930 | - 30,776 67.0 | 33,0
L0 | Lh,387 65,9 | 34,1
C 1950 75,724 62,2 | 37.8 -
1955 1/ 8L,700 58.7 |- L1.3

1/ 1955 data gré_eatimated by t! .
- Washington State Census Board, .

Sonrcel; U.S. Gensus, Population.

v There are four Incorporated places in Kitsap County and each has grown

markedly since 1940, The large-expansion of U,S, Navy civilian employment in
the Puget Sound Navy Yard:is primarily responsible for the large gains regis-
tered in the last 25 years, Brémérton's pepulation more than doubled between
1940 and 1956, Port Orchard, the county seat, and Poulsbo, a fishing, agri=-
cultural and residential area, doubled also in the same period, Winslew, a
-small-industrial port and tradé center on Bainbridge Island; was incorporated
during the late 1940's and has grown rapidly in recent years,

Table 3.~ Populatibn of Incorporated Places
T '. Kitsap Cbur,_xty ’, 1-910-"19560

Incorporated . : _1“.
City or Toen | L920| 19207 1930 | 1940 | 1950;_ 1956 Y
Bremerton 2,993 | 8,918 10,170 | 15,13k | 27,678 | 32,200
- Port Orehard |- 6682 |1,393| 1,1L5 |- 1,566 | 2,320{ 2,850
Poulsbo - 6L 5u6| - 58L| 639 1,014 1,430
Winslow - _— ] e - 637 756

L/ Populations for 1956 aré estimated of the Washington .
. -State Census Board, April 1, 1956,.. , o :

Sources: U,S, Census, Po ulatidn. ) e .
Washington State Census Board. n -
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Kitsap County has been a meltlng pot of many foreign immigrants as well as

8 large number of settlers from other states of America, Before 1920 many of
the settlers and workers in the lumber industry were coming from nerthwestern
Furope. In the Census of 1920 Norweglan and Swedish immigrants amounted to over
3,000--nearly 10 percemt of the county population, ' Canadian, English, Finnish

and German people wore also numerous in taking up lands on the Kitsap Peninsula,
In addition to the nationalities in Table L, the 1950 population included 1 ,032
American Negroes, 5L0 American Indians and, 150 American Japanese, The Negroes
are pearly all urban, being industrial and service trade workers in Bremerton
and the Navy Yard. DMost .of the Japanese are rural farm being prominent berry,
Vegetable and florist growers on Bainbridge Island. The American Indians re-

-----

Table L,- Foremgn—Born White Population, Kitsap County :
1890, 1920 and 1950 ,

Country of Birth 1890 1920 | 1920

Eng“.é‘;nd ard WaleB..« e 16” 5!40 o h68 .
. -~ g ’

Sffﬁéanﬁ;c&eqoeooto.qe e 1ew ) 12k

Nershern Irelardecescs | - 2

Treland (EiTE)gooivopo I Th - 198' 99
N’L.'f'ﬁayeoaoeocoootl'OO' f lﬂ5 13906 19906
S‘weden. ocsesioetTIBORTSD 38;4 1,]98 6h0
Dtém“nark.,.....”..n--o i 36 213 153

Ne"\‘.her}.an.i'ac soco0es eI 3 11 }4‘2
Swulzerland,escesserce 9 78 -
Fromteosacssnssccarseo 8 é5 50
Germany.nu.u“..... 136 397 289
P(,3azld:;=,,¢...nqc....o Lann) 30 3}4
Czeﬂhﬁs:le.cvakiag zeopeee - Latad 29
Ausieias cosocsnceenes 19 681 106
YugOSlaVia; Becossevses Lol 5!4 27

Ruzsla (UcSUSQRl)..OQO 67 86 89
Finlandoagccugugc..‘.o A 531 262
Itd.:.}raeentooeooooooooo bt 86
Cauada~Fro 1aT+] | UM - -!-I»6 h3
Ca!-d,da" 1: ereea  EEREEER] 233 ?59 1,098
A1) other countries..,|_ 1h8 247 2?%
Totals 1,74y 16,637 15,07
Percent foreign-born,.! 37.8 | 20,2 | 0,1

Source: U,S, Census, Population,

Agriculture ranked only sixth in 1950 as a field of employment, according
to the Cen:s:s, Manufacivring, which includes naval shipbuilding and maintenance,
led with 8,500 workers, or 37 percent of the 22,816 total employed. There were
1,155 employed or self-employed persons in agricu1ture. According to the
Gensue, only 5 percent of all the employment was in agriculture, The change
from less fa.m empioyment to more industrisl and commercial emplovment, observed
in Kitsap County since 1935, is a ccrmmon trend in western Washington,
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ﬁitsap County, washiggton

Table 5.~ Emplowment of the Population

Kitsap Gounxy, 1950

LI

g

Fomale

Malw Total Percent of

Types of Employment Workers -Wbrkers Workers |- Workers

Total empl;zed workers S|l | s5,ko5 (022,816 100,0

.Agricultureooo.o-ooo'ooooo-ococtbo 970 . 185‘ 1’155 '. 5.1

. "Forestry and f1sherieS.esseessese, k25" 66 | ko1 | 2.1

.Mining..“....-.....-....-........ 22 hadad 22 01

bons‘cructlon.g.................... 1,201 18 2 1’219 5 3

Man‘lfgcwr'ing y ‘.ca..oo.-vlcot-- 7,879 623 8’502 37 3

Transportation. eeseseeresseesseses 735 804 3.5

Retail and wholesale BtOI‘GSoooooc' ; 2 ).181 1,)468 3,9!-19 17.3

lﬁscelkanaﬁﬁs Seﬁleesoooﬁoooooccn 2’157 d,hOl u,s;& 20,0
Public administration (govermment | : ~

eMPLOYMENE ) suseivsnornnconnnane | 921 | 236 + 1,157 Sel

Other i:mploymentnun........n.._' ‘620 - 339 - 959 ha

1/ Most of the mamufacturing includes U.S. Navy shipbuilding and repairing.

. Sourcet U.S. Census, Popilation,




